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A Historical Analysis of ELSI in Medicine and Healthcare :

Exploring a New Approach to Reading Through Transdisciplinary Methods

Motoyuki GOTO

Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University

The Basic Act on Science and Technology, which was revised in 2020, added the promo-
tion of the humanities and social sciences, which had been excluded from the previous Act.
Against this background, the “Responsible Innovation with Conscience and Agility (RIn-
CA)” Program was launched in FY2020 by the Research Institute of Science and Technology
for Society (RISTEX). In the RInCA program, particular emphasis is placed on ELSI and the
concept of Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI), which involves collaboration and dia-
logue with diverse stakeholders.

I am part of a group who applied for and was accepted into the RInCA program, and the
title of our project is “Historical Analysis of ELSI in Medicine and Healthcare based on the
Construction of the Archives”. Our aim is to examine historical ELSI in medical science, to
make archives public by collecting and publicizing them, and to continuously build collabora-
tive relationships with stakeholders including patients and others outside of the research com-
munity.

Our project is unique in that it has established a Patient and Public Advisory Board
(PAB) based on the concept of Patient and Public Involvement (PPI), which aligns with the
philosophy of RRI, and in that it brings together a diverse range of stakeholders, including his-
torians, archivists, doctors, and journalists.

In this project, we are holding “patient and public participation workshops” in collabo-
ration with the PAB, where participants and researchers collaboratively read primary sources
on mental healthcare and discuss the ELSI aspects they contain. This process has highlighted
the value of interpreting primary sources, such as official documents related to healthcare and
welfare, from the perspectives of patients and citizens, and suggested the potential for under-
standing these materials based on diverse values beyond specialized interpretations

This paper presents the activities of the transdisciplinary team involved in our project and
outlines the methodology applied to the historical study of ELSI. It further examines the devel-
opment of a new approach to interpreting historical documents, aimed at making research and
materials publicly accessible and extending beyond the exclusive realm of expert-driven

research and analysis.

Author’s abstract

I Keywords ELSI, history of medical science, archives, PAB
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