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Participation in Interdisciplinary Research in Psychiatry and Issues :
Insights From the Research by the Japanese Society of Psychiatry and Neurology’s Legal
Affairs Committee
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To elucidate the role of psychiatric care and psychiatrists under the former Eugenic Pro-
tection Law, the Legal Affairs Committee of the Japanese Society of Psychiatry and Neurology
conducted empirical research within an interdisciplinary framework, incorporating the exper-
tise of sociologists and historians. This study aimed to derive insights to inform future practices
and perspectives on this issue. The research conducted by the Committee was based on
Research Stream 1 (Research into Responses to Eugenic Policy), Research Stream 2
(Research into the Actual Situation at the Operational Level of the Eugenic Protection Law),
and Research Stream 3 (Empirical Research into the Role Played by Psychiatrists and Psychi-
atric Treatment) . Researchers in sociology and history participated in the research conducted
by the Committee. Psychiatry requires a comprehensive approach that encompasses biological,
psychological, and social perspectives ; thus, this cannot be achieved solely through medical
research methods. Instead, interdisciplinary collaboration is essential, involving expertise from
diverse fields such as law, ethics, sociology, and history. Interdisciplinary collaboration
requires a round-table approach that respects the autonomy of each academic field. This is
achieved by fostering mutual respect for the unique histories and ideas of each discipline. The
collaboration performed by the Committee is one example of this ideology. It is hoped that fur-
ther collaborations will be performed in the future, serving as a valuable asset to academic

society.
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