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Education of Psychiatric Semiology
(Symptomatology) in Clinical Practice

Hiroyuki TAKIUE

Tokyo Metropolitan Matsuzawa Hospital

Department of Neuropsychiatry, Keio University School of Medicine

Clinical skills based on psychiatric semiology (largely synonymous with descriptive psy-
chopathology) have been the foundation of clinical psychiatry. However, despite develop-
ments in other areas of psychiatry, the presence of psychopathology, in which clinicians are
less familiar with evidence-based discussions, has been declining. The numbers of instructors
who can discuss psychopathology, and of residents who are interested in the psychopathology
of their patients and consider it necessary to learn psychiatric semiology necessary, are
decreasing. In addition, the teaching of relevant skills is often based on an apprenticeship
approach ; however, recent reforms in medical education have not necessarily been favorable
to this approach. Therefore, efforts are needed to transform apprentice training into something
that can be integrated into the current educational system. This paper assesses the need for psy-
chiatric semiology and introduces the streamlining and visualization of relevant training via
content enrichment through methods such as videos, mini-lectures, and interview education
using process—recording. These methods are expected to increase the amount of information
obtained from the learner’s experiences. Finally, we discuss the need to avoid the difficulties

inherent in psychopathology itself, which can weaken the motivation for learning.

Author’s abstract

Keywords psychopathology, psychiatric semiology (symptomatology), active learning,
apprentice training, process record
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