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Otherness in “Wahnwahrnehmung” :

Infiltration of “Fremdheit”

Takaki MAEDA

Department of Neuropsychiatry, Keio University School of Medicine

The infiltration of “Fremdheit” in the whole experiential field of patients, including self-
awareness and perceptual experiences, is specific to schizophrenia. The sense of otherness that
manifests in psychotic symptoms in schizophrenia is primarily some “fremde Mchte,” rather
than influence by actual other individuals. Patients describe feeling “made” (gemacht) in
Ich-stérung, and “staged” (gestellt) in Wahnwahrnehmung by these “fremde Michte.” The
infiltration of “Fremdheit” represents an abstract formal aspect of psychotic symptoms in

schizophrenia, providing a clue to linkage between psychopathology and neuroscience.

Author’s abstract

I Keywords Ich-stérung, Fremdheit, Entfremdungserlebnis, Unwirklichkeit, prediction
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