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Psychiatric Evaluation after Enforcement of the Saiban-in
(Citizen—judge) System

Yoshito IGARASHI

Division of Law and Psychiatry, Center for Forensic Mental Health, Chiba University

The majority of psychiatric evaluations in criminal cases pertain to evaluations of criminal
responsibility. Herein, the author elucidate the fundamental principles of criminal responsibili-
ty evaluation. Criminal psychiatric evaluation has long been an important issue in forensic psy-
chiatry, and the enactment of the “Act on Criminal Trials with the Participation of Saiban—in
(Citizen-Judge)” has proved controversial. The present study delineates contemporary per-
spectives on the division of roles between psychiatrists and judges in determining criminal
responsibility, drawing from trends in Supreme Court precedents. Furthermore, it expounds
upon proposals from forensic psychiatry concerning the Saiban—in system, based on recent

trends in practice.
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