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Conflicts of Interest in the Medical Research Field

Kaori IipA

Institute of Innovation, Tokyo Medical and Dental University

Recently, the innovation environment has changed dramatically due to progress in indus-
trial structure, technology, and globalization. Academia is a major stakeholder in the develop-
ment of science and technology and innovation. Especially in the medical field, innovation
activities using new modalities and technologies, such as drug discovery development in bio-
pharmaceuticals, medical devices, and medical services using AI/IoT technology, are being
promoted. Industry-academia collaboration is being promoted by basic research, clinical
research, clinical field, knowledge as a medical staff, and other aspects of academia.

On the other hand, industry—-academia collaboration is accompanied by conflicts of inter-
est (COI) ; thus, research integrity and COI management are required. The purpose of COI
management is to ensure transparency and accountability for society including patients, citi-
zens, and academia.

This paper introduces the purpose and necessity of COI management, and the manage-

ment of COI for researchers in the medical research field.

Author’s abstract

Keywords COl, research ethics, research integrity, industry-academia collaboration,
innovation
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