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Kraepelin established a psychiatric system based on the “disease unit theory” at the end
of the 19th century. At this time, endogenous psychoses, dementia praecox, manic-depressive
illness, and epileptic psychosis were regarded as actual psychiatric conditions.

However, this theory collapsed in just 20 years, and Kraepelin himself destroyed it. There
are three reasons for this outcome. First, Kraepelin changed his position from “disease unit
theory” to “syndrome theory”. Second, dementia praecox was subdivided and subsequently
dismissed (Psychiatry, 8th ed). Third, epileptic psychosis was eliminated in Psychiatry, 9th
ed. ; thus, the concept of a power of life that causes various acute psychotic features and per-
sonality bias was also removed.

Kraepelin’s creativity culminated in the 6th (1899) and 7th (1904) editions of Psychi-
atry. However, Kraepelin’s beliefs following the publishing of his study entitled “Phenomenon
form of psychosis” (1920) are unclear.

Approximately 10 years after the DSM-III was released in 1990, the term “neo-Kraepe-
linian” began to be used. However, this new concept does not express the importance of Krae-
pelin’s achievements and his suffering.

Despite his ruthless and gloomy appearance, a tropical-rainforest-like festiveness seems

to have persisted inside Kraepelin.

Author’s abstract

Keywords disease unit theory, syndrome theory, endogenous psychosis,
Kraepelin's temperature

17) #& i HhDLDRELVIBEIZOVT. TA»ADARE
ORK BR) . RsRF IS, W/, p.21-57, 1980

b HA UBMEXOE. 43 9ERE, Ha, 1968 18) YR —7, G. 1 BERLEY S (MAXETR). 43 7EHE,
AR S D AR PR E — AR iR & AR RIE ORISR O HA, 1958

539


http://www.tcpdf.org

