A‘(ﬂ

NN

)
)

>
%
5

)
]

5 &

\/R
05,
‘kdﬁ
7NN
‘ﬁkﬁ
05
WN\of

)

&
>
<
“

N

| EERMEDOAICED LS BRREMLERET 500

RAETILETICHE-ST, R, S8 RTHEERE I EFIFRRAMBEEENHET
HBIRL, EECTS. 032245 —y3avid, ACALDBERELETIH8EBLESDZD
ZENTESY, ZTOBETIEISEBR FSEBR HICIERAPXMEELEEDH
T, BROREEIENZRLEL, ZEFBIHAT S, BROBRPRI G EZNE LK
BYI27H, 12227 -3V TR EBREUNLEBBOTBAEEIDELRD,
DE3IZAZ2=r—2aviaebide, RAETIEISEREIMRICAWVESTE,
I —YavVEANMETT 2 EMIRTES, EERAE CIIRMEEDOEELIES
HCEBELADZOIC, BAMEBEOREICEOWTIIaZr—23vaenidlen
REgL5, Z0sd, EERMECKHTZIAI2=7r—YavVEANORIETIE, S&E
BEEE SHRMHEICKNT 27 7O—FABRS TR S, —AT, FSEMND
S22 —23vRAZI a5 —YavADBRMMRESINSAITEELT, d3a2z
T—avEWSHERERERRTIERSVEERD, IZa 27— avHREIC
BHEBRBREICHLEEERIZYT. HIZIE, BMEBERAANEDIZ2=s—YavhRE
Lo GE, RENEENRNEZERAAOERREZHELAAOEBRELATN
FRSMVRRENE RN, RENEZIEERZELOEIIENBEX S, £/-, RET
DERRECEELINITNEBRZERADANERCANEICHT2E5LEHEICHT 21E
e, RANEDAZT2=Z5—2arvaeELTHERTERVEWVWS BERAENEE LR S
ZERED, MEODERELTERINTWVWS, RAEDS EHELSOHRMEEED
TaZ—2avenBRREEBRELALD, RREBENOIXREZHRICEVWTLEK - |
BIZaZr—>avoBainBEL, EERMEICSIT2II2=27—Y 3 VEAN
ORI OVWTERLL.

< T

[RAEZRE] BEEMDIHIC—

| HEFEE WA, Q3a-4-vayv, EERAE K- RBI1I2-4-vayv (AAC), BERE
BOALZ O TEHEOTBMMENMET I 5. Ui, o
I U & IC 22—V a v DEBEPLZOREAML, RAGEDR
HEEE I o=y —v a VEEORE L OBRIZOVT
232 —varialEiZoArTEL, ZEXUND BB,

Elz&OTRILYT 5. BANETIIET L &b, Stk

HEFR © FER SRR A BRI R S R R A R

270 FERiEsS (2021) #1235 H55



EEPHL AL

BHREED S HRESHT

D

EBPHL AL i ——— EBEEHLAIL
sl EHEBHNORFRES ||| Pt p—— BRBEHNSEEEERT Smma AL
- B TORE DILE KB COLE

B Speech chain (Z &IEn#H) DOERE
FLUF (AN cEEF (BA) MEFSEZAVTUTI I 27 —23ryToORN en(E, SEBFNLANIL, EFBZHLANL, BEZHLA
IWEWSEBDORMEICE>THRIT A EZBHLAERITH S, (X2 KHDKELTEIA)

a3a=y—varviiz, NEADPE#RZILET 288
Thd. HlziE, &icBI5a3I2=r—yaryTid,
FiciEL I ThrEFGHEEAY, BESER, B2,
BB EOBERZELFLHEFLOMTRD LD T B,
ZDEH7Ph L ZMBLT, HHREXET 2 -EHDBRE
BaAIa=lr—>arvidThs.

ANZBY2a3a=r—yvavidEEchs, ZLids
FAWTHEBICER W L2 ERETE (), SRS
Dok, BELHEMTRI > TR I EH I EIFTEET
& (BB, SO ITHEEZHAGDESL I LICEST,
WIRICRBIL TEET 2 2 LA TE 2 (BRI Y.

ZDES3kaIazsr—varcid, TEIERERD
LhEhEhz, FEBERMIOBEBROABLHEFFICOW
TRMEHEOHTHLERI D 2, FICHFHESHECEET
ZEMICIII LITOEK., FREBVOER, BEREET
BEREDFHFELVIEFTICIORINZEREL T [SEE
H#H), FoNMBPREE, MoL b hRE, SEEREAH
BiUESid 2188 e LT [T SEEEH], Bk, 547
XORE, B BRELE0HEKOEE LEBOREIC
FoTRENZEME L THESEBRIVDDD LN B,

I2=7—varTeRhEDTEINLDOERIE, o
a=F—varPfibhaRieXkEbbH3 b, L
FREROERICHZ2EXZREL, MEFRIRELHE
WL LFOBERZHEET 3.

BE BN EERMEBENII 2T — A VEANOHIG

EQAZa=—>3av

BmEdMEzELL TPV EDZEIT)aI2a =y —vay
2EEaIa=r—vay, FEEEREZFELLTUTI 2
S22y —vavz#siEaiazr—varvis g
Hala=hr—vaviy, BEEECXFESHELHVUT
bz,

REBREDEFEFHICLSaI 2=y —vaviiEEN
T# L7 D speech chain (2 &IFD#) TH 32,
D&, BEEHEICEaI2=r—vavix, SiE¥
L )L (linguistics level), EHFZHL )L (physiologi-
cal level), HBEZML )L (acoustic level) 6725,

BREEHL VBT 2 0HIZIE, SROPIHERETH

B ERRE DI A F] B PR R OB E D EETH 5.
X RR T L - NEZSEE L L TR LT 572012
&, SEBNCEIT 2 AR RIC & 2 R WE B BRETH
5, 7, BEBEELLTRETHLDICE, ARA»LAN
SN2 EEEVIERICBS T 2 KRR ICE W GEY)IC
WEINZBEDPH S, DD, speech chain TR I N7z
oL, HEEHEEZHAVESFEARINEaI2=27—
va v T, BROBAEBICMAT, EHPEELED
BEDRiIRE L TRDOLND.

EOI, BFEBREDII 2= —Y a3y Tk, BRIEET
BICEUS 0BEFEE LY HITHET 27, 2%,
a2 —varviZBnWTi, SEER FSEEHL
Fo&EHRE, RPN EL K DEFEE Z DG THE
LT, ROPYEDICHTZBERDZTEZLENRDS
N, SHEEEOALLT, EECRE BT SEHE

N
il
B
o

271



DFRABERED FIREST CHERE T 2 Z L S L 72 B,

Z D7z, BANETIE S  BEECTFFEKREORE IR
ZRWHIHORD? G, 332l —va VEENEET
ZHREED D B, 7o, FRAVEDMETICHE - TRABEEERE
EREEICE>TWL 720, MMEEBICL->TEL S
aIa=—varvEELIIRFESER D, BRAEORIE
BPREZINACEI OV EZORRIZED N DS
W,

FHVEICBWTaIayr—y a vy OMBWNZTRE2E
Be27-0cid, ETECEANRRAKEREZE T 2
RAEOZBBEZIBL T, 3322 —va Oz
EECcE 2REFBRL2ERT 2 ZLPEBEL RS, OF
D, a3a2=7—vaViBBREERL PO, BAE
Lo TN - Skt Z, WRECHREDEDTHIL,
SEEEMNORBPER, VT—F VATV R EDER
ERE 2B 2 0 E L H 2, LT, ZhopaIa=
F—aviBBIlE A5 EEEB X, BERETHASF
BYHEEERT 5.

|. BAMEORMFEEIZIa=sr—>3Yy

FBHVEDBEEIC RS LI 227 =¥ a VEEI~NOWG
HEOWEICRD, Lrl, BEEEL2I2=/—V3
VOSGRREICEDSERT LRI ZMS> LT, 23a=
=y avOILRIZOEVBEEENH B, iz, LoFIE
Wicala=r—yav(2ILRkTak-0H, aIa=/—
vavEESHOPICR AL D b, 2322 —
VarvXBERDDLILEDPEETH S,

PHAREORRER L I 2= —Ya vy HEEOBRK
P, KENEEPHETE S ZBAEOEMAN I 2=
F—varvighEBEL, BEERMESCII L= —va
VEBEHANDOMIGEE LT, SHEEBEOMKTZH S BEBED
TRIZONWTEZ 3,

1. RAENFRRKEEIZI 2=y —vavXiE

RAGETIE, U, S8 BITHERE R SEB ORI
DHRRINCEE SN, ZOREFBMERICHRRL, fhad
EEEHOL U MET T 3,

KT LR 2 RAIBRE IR IR B TR 2720, RAR
PIECkEaI o=y —y a v KBRITS 2 L RERE
iz, a3azr—yvarvBECHLTH, KEFMEE
IS U M2 EifiT 2 2 L AREETH 507,

272

L L/ o %ﬂrﬁlﬁlﬁk AN % < o)wu ﬂ”}% Eﬂii?ﬁWj
HL T, SEEREZED-RAEEICESIaIa=yr—
avADRT IR —FPRBTIIRL LB EDE W,

2, RIENEEIOGH-BEDIZTa=-r—>3
H—FEDEIORUSEANIZI 2= r—2a vEE
HOET—

RO EBY, a3Ia=Fr—vavicix, SiEEREICMT
2T, Rl BITHREELREOREE k-0, SiEEE
PHIRIZRVWEAETH, BAERMOI»DII 2 =5 —
vavEERBLTWEEEZILZ D, SHEEENHIRIC
VL, RERICIZaI =7 —v a3 VICHER RN
EVWOHIRZEZBZENS W, L L, RAVEDKEN
EHIIHLT, alar—yvarvicBlT 2 EREHRES
EfEL, BAEOHEICB 233 a=r—vavighs
KENED LS THBLTWE22HELLLZAY,
FETRRE Z O D DT HIRIRTED 22 WIRFIEA D BFE TH, K
BEEHE CORAREBRERADII 2= —> a Vg
BEFLTWBEECTWBEEWSFERTH - 7.

SHREENHIRICEVEETH, HEAFICB W TKE
NEZZII 22— a VIl THEZELU T3 H
Pob, aIa=s—aVBEEINRIR LR DHIORIMN
PHAI 2=y ar ONAZITI ZLIFEELEZ
53, BHPSRANED I 2= —va vt AT S
ZET, WAMOaIazr—yarvh ok U BREOMR
WiCO7en Y, BEORICHT 72 BEBED TRANDHE
HEE2EDIBEIELEHTEDLEEZLS,

\
b

&

3. EERMENHEEIZIa-sr—yaviEn

RHVEMNELE & 72 AKX, BIEHEREZ & O BRI
BERICEENRSZ LT, BEaIar—vavick

ZEBBRIIMO THREEL 725, £/, %< ORMBERER
ENHBLC, SEBEZES RARECESIS TS
O—FPREZTE R BB ET, LOARADOW - Rk
WL 7= R HEDI I 2= —va VICBWTEER
5T %, 2%, RECEELRLIEFTIE
vavElBLTERHESNAM - AT 2 RKIb%, A
PO HEAI B BB 2 5,

L Lads, BEORHICERS LIESHEERICL S
RHREFDVFVEIHWTILEBHZ W, T, P FROK
IEEHRIBET 2L vbh 3D, BEORBIIFHL &
BB BERAREICEWT, HEEEaI i r—vay

Saz=h—

FERiEsS (2021) #1235 H55



® EEFRMENIZIa=s—v3

VENIIHTIEREENTIR

AE

BB

RAEBREAANDER R >HEBREZERLUIELA

PAAVI I b EED

- TEREEENET S

RAVEBEFANRE LIcRISEDZE (S 1ESH

- RAERERANKRE LU BERAEZR

TAAVE T FOBEEP, BLEEREELTEIRRT S

AL, ORI
WTRHEBEAANICT7r—RN\y oL, 2= —v13
VONAEEERT

- SEBEROALLT, RECVEEREDFSHBEREAHE

HET, RESNABTZHERT S

FEULDITIE, BEPATERZRN

-BR, REICEEY 2 (SELNILOEE

- ERIF, MPRBEEHETRRTS
- BRPERLY, KBRNEFLPTVWERLELREDEER

AZFEALT, REZRET D
=EBEICEY. B
ZRTWVWESIC, BERRATTHEY)

WBHEBBRET 2L 3N5D, RENLEELEELRED
REDPHMIC 22 Z L 2RI, EEEIEET 3.
—f, BERAEDCHSEII2=Fr—varvicBira
FESEERMOBMRIZONWT, REBHMICBW IR LE
HBORBII TR TH 2 Z L HARB I T B0,

4, EERHMENIZIa=-s—>avENR
BHERANECBIT2a3I2=7r—ya yERIZOWVT,
still face 87 ¥4 L& W/hkaIla=r—yaryoHEL
MDD 2V, COWMBICLBE, 332 —vay
HERTAavs 27 b2Lnd, PHEDIZBVTD K
LW E v, HAEREEZ RS BRI TOaI 2=
F—YavitBuwT, BEEORAEREARANL, HARE
HERTaIa=r—yaryRPICHRT, 232=245—
varlFEPSHME Z O THENEL Bolklnd?

EolllD&) HAREREEZ RS KvaIa=F—
var7Tld, BEERMEREERAANTIII=r—vavH
FITADLK, DDVEHILBEEALS LT ED, HA
Bl ICE OB DI 2= r—va vk 3R G-
RIBZR LR bME S Y,

INLDORRNPS, RAKENBEEICR>TH, RANER
%$Ai@%&®##bb%ﬁﬁ% HzbzodaIa
== av it L TERYD D EPHEHITE 5.

BE BN EERMEBENII 2T — A VEANOHIG

. EERMENIZa=r—>3ay
RN OF ST

. EERAEAOBERRENIX

UEDkSHhaiaozhr—yva v BEslEac, =E
BAVED I 2= —v a VEEN~OMNIBHEE LT, BR
BEDO TRZRICE LD,

HEAWZaIa=r—yavBELLT, RAGERER
A@%ﬁ%ﬁ%,mﬁﬁﬁﬁ%iﬁL#%L#H%T%:
LAERETH 2, RERTA a8 7 FEWHEICHERT
5&5KEE#%@%mK%%%ZML?%.it,%m
XN LIEORELZ T, SEBROAICEST,
RECEELR COHSHEBREMAADE T, RAEEYS
KA ORHEN-BRZMRT 2 L5127 3,

X5z, RANDELDITIF, HELHTESLBHAT
%, BABETHBO2 I 224 — v 3 v C—BMICERZE &
RO 2/ARIRANE TIP3, FHLrFEL,
renl Izh] 7 EDgnREeFAOMHR 8T, BAmic
POBEEER L 2T E, RAMERZERANC L B HE
WEDR L, BHREMEZET. HAOEHEHHS 720
2, Rk EOBREMMEHHAT L LERTH 3.
—5T, WIRMEEICR->TH, SHOMENEET 58
BiE, STHOEBREZFEALT, BAERERAANSHE
BHRE2RETIEESICE->T, WHFADRD £ D E2FKL
THHW, 2Ia=F—YaVyBEREZHEET 3 L5 10R
3.

ZOfts, BEE, HEICEEL, BIAPT LS, #

273



FEREAANDERICMET 2. HOREXIE, RETE
T, MSTETORFTELNVOEFEREZHEREIC, ORZER
LD oiEd. RERRT 25683, AAPLREILTV
&5z, HEMEORE DA ECHEE 2 A OMER, B2
WEBRETRERLTERVD, BRECODVTHIHERT
5.

2, EERAMENBRRREXE

RIEVENHEEIC D L, SHEEECaI=r—vay
BAOBPALEL Y, BEARERNBIET T 2. Rk
EDRRANOBEEAZHEL AR SBRERE L 2 IFNER ok
VIR K 720, RIGNH#EZFEIAHEZESEL LD
Wz5, RECTOBEREIE, AAOANEBEPLANEICHN
TEAREREDOFEMIC L AIMBLEREL 23, a3
==y avRAMET T 2EEORBIC NS DE#H%EZ
"BrZ L EEREECTHL, RETERRET S LT
BRARANDNEBLNEIINT 2H5E 0 EOERE, KA
EDAIA=—varvELBLTERTERVEVSE
WMARDPEEEL 725 Z L, REOBERREICE DD S
EOEHRLLTRENTHS?,

D& BRI LT, BN S RADEARM 72
ANEIZHT2EZHP, [HLboLEiCESLTUILL
D] DALY, [AANTHoLLESHBIT2LEES
PP E VI HEEBRB I LPEETH S, EniT, KA
DANEDH &, WKL EE2XETERTIENEATHSZ
EHRENTVED?,

BAREDPHEC 72> - BEERARED I 2 =7~V 3
VEENANORIGE LT, REOREBREICH I TXEPR
BEEBTELVIEIIBLT, BERK-REa232=r—va
> (augmentative and alternative communication : AAC)
D1DOTHBAEY Ty 7 OEMABEZL NS,

AACIZa3Ia=/—vavolEz2@MBLT5HD
T, BAEECEHEEEBTRELR L, RICERSHEL
R 22 LPRBERFEFIHEEINDE Z EHL W, HiS
HELELT, BiRYPREREORET 2 HEL, BEP
XFHEBLEZ) — bRy - V2T LMk EEA
ZRWEAEDH D, BBROESHEIIa=r—vard
AACD 1 DLIAKERT B2 L HTE S,

AEY Ty 7, RBAGEICHVONZEREZH VR
AACD 12 ThH3., A€V Ty 7, RBAEICHT 22
a2 —varoffE - REFERLE L TORMEIHE
ERTw3Y, XY Ty TIR, BRIICH> TEAE

274

BHZIRVIED, BEERLZDL XTOFPLE &b ICMTIC
iR 2720, EREERZHVENSII 2 r—Yay
ZIT B HEE L TERIE SN B,
WAL S AEY Ty 2Nl Caiay—varvk
M2ZET, RAODANEICHT 2EZ T 2HRBHRT 2V —
NELTHwsNE, 232=7—2avyZ0b0DT
ROAZGT, aIa=y—yvayBEENEEL Lo K
BBV T, FESLEBEDALZ BAEN D> TEERE
T30, [KATH-726LE5F2Hh] &5 HEMED
1 DI BFEEZHL TV LIERET S,
REOFBERE I, RAORECHENLMEERED
MR EESRA, —RICZOrBOIESZ WD, Ly
L, 23a2=F—YavOHBENRER X 0 BuIRiH»
5, RADOEFELANELINT 2EZH IOV TRmL 7N
RicHDEaIazr—vavziiksaZsid, KAD
FYELENDO—i%, SRICEIMS DERS, 2L T,
ARN-RIGE-ERBEFRE 2O E, AANfRb-oTITH BER
WEERIFRSDICTE VAL D 5.
REOBEREBIZATZXAEY 7y 2 OFHEICONT
1, X ESERGH CRIAERERANCE O TEHHNICHE
AT BREND D, RADETHRPL ANEICET 25U AAAN
HD5VERENEZECTNDTHNCREN DD T
72, EEEMELZNARAEDO I 2= —Ya v iR
b D&, BARIICE T 2 EERAEO BB PEDH
BIFBRE LU CERENSVWEEZ B,

b H bhH I

SEBELaI 2y — Y a VICREROMEYH 3 Z
LaARIC, RAEORARMELE 2 2= —v a Vil
WOWTHBLL 20, EERAEDII 2 =r—vayv
B3 EEBED TROWIGIZ DWW TR,

REAENEEIC /5 L, RAKRBEENSRICKTE, 5
oo —vavick3EEBBEIIMmS TR E 2
5, —HT, ESEII s —vaviZHHEES N,

BERMECBII23I2=F7—varviBoITRELT
fHTHZ, Lyrl, BEEIETLE, ZhkbDuEiickh
RZEFZFEII 227 — v a VI L BRACKITIZHERE
THMlLbDL L5 AabHY, HEEFEII =T —Va
VEREHAT AHAICE, TERRAENROOND,

REOBEPE AT T, AAOEFELANEICET S
Bozidie L THAaRER, RA-KE-ERBGREZHC

FERiEsS (2021) #1235 H55



DT B70ICH, WP SRAEDII 2= —va v
285 AACZEAL TWEFHRHEICODWTEZ /-,

28, KM LU THN T NSRRI 2.

WO RERCHALVBELBEAZVALEELLELRFER
MLy & —DRRBEFREICHEH T LET.

| xw&

1) Bourgeois, M. S., Dijkstra, K., Burgio, L., et al. : Memory aids as
an augmentative and alternative communication strategy for nurs-
ing home residents with dementia. Augmentative and Alternative
Communication, 17 (3) ; 196-210, 2001

2) Denes, P. B., Pinson, E. : The Speech Chain : The Physics and
Biology of Spoken Language Second edition, Worth Publishers,
New York, p.5, 1993

3) V4NWAY, D, vx— by, T. M 32, MHEHRE, DWIRHE

EPR) PO r—varvi Al0aiaz=r—va
. BRFEEMARAM 128 (SHHER). KEEEE, R/,
p.7-21, 2009

4) Ellis, M. P, Astell, A.J. : The urge to communicate in severe
dementia. Brain Lang, 91 (1) ; 51-52, 2004

5) Guaita, A., Malnati, M., Vaccaro, R., et al. : Impaired facial emo-
tion recognition and preserved reactivity to facial expressions in
people with severe dementia. Arch Gerontol Geriatr, 49 (Suppl
1) 5 135-146, 2009

6) HTHART : SHPOERBAEOALDII 2= -V

VBB LITEEREET 2007 S —F—, FRESBK,
B, p.64-71, 2011

7) (H_UAEE[ # wnée[]r‘%@j\:l-—b' vav, I_J}\E\lél*%ﬁhmjuy 35
(3) 5 292-296, 2015

8) Lamahewa, K., Mathew, R., Iliffe, S., et al. : A qualitative study

exploring the difficulties influencing decision making at the end
life for people with dementia. Health Expect, 21 (1) ; 118-127,
2018

9) Livingston, G., Leavey, G., Manela, M., et al. : Making decisions
for people with dementia who lack capacity : qualitative study of
family carers in UK. BMJ, 341 ; c4184, 2010

10) % B37 : A% EEEL L CORARE—T LY N, v —HZ
EEE DI —, AR, 18 (3, 4); 146-153, 2016

11) ERET : BAKEOKKI T 7IcB T 2 mBENEA. HAZHM
FET TR, 11 (2); 448-454, 2012

12) REFEET - KRB I 2R L EBEERICEES wo 7 2
LD TTH?  MEENEL Clinical Questions & Pearls FRAIAE
(FREMTR). B2, HE, p.316-324, 2016

13) fiH FE: BAVEOFli & VNEY F = a v, BRI
FEEIM (ST, SNEFRE BESEEEEESE). B
EPE, HE, p.228-251, 2021

14) NIHZETF - BEOAE DI 2=/ — a3 vk RAEORE
My 7 CPE#LE], ZEEAFR). ML, 315, p.121-130,
2019

15) HNEF, BiEMH—, RREFIE0 | SERBEREICEN:
REED T —F v 7 AEY OBYB—SERGEREIT —F
VI ARY OHRREFTRVEE T 2 REES D D5 —. ERINE
HEWEZE, 36 (4); 484-491, 2016

16) ENET, AHE L, FEEILIE» @ RAESRE NS 26%)
A2 —vavHEEZONARDOVT—SREEEED
BRIASOT 70— F— FEEYERAEBERATTCE, 2;
1-11, 2017

17) Yoshimura, T., Osawa, A. : The relationship between dementia

severity and communicative ability from a family caregiver’s per-
spective. Pacific Rim International Conference on Disability and
Diversity Conference Proceedings. Center on Disability Studies,
University of Hawaii at Manoa, Honolulu, p.1-7, 2020

BE BN EERMEBENII 2T — A VEANOHIG

275



Intervention for Improving Communicative Abilities in
Patients with Dementia :

Language Dysfunctions and Better Communication

Takako YOSHIMURA

Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences and Disorders, Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences,

Kyoto University of Advanced Science

Various cognitive functions, such as memory, language, and executive functions, gradual-
ly deteriorate over time in patients with dementia (PWD). Communication is regarded as the
process by which information is shared between persons. The information sender conveys his
or her intentions while the information receiver speculates these intentions by integrating ver-
bal and nonverbal information based on the situation and context. Therefore, besides language,
communication requires various cognitive functions. During the early stages of the disease,
PWD do not experience severe language dysfunctions, but their communicative abilities begin
to decline during this stage due to other cognitive dysfunctions.

This article aimed to review approaches for supporting augmentative and alternative com-
munication (AAC) in PWD, depending on the severity of the disease. Also, it was reviewed on
the characteristics of language and cognitive functions in dementia as well as relationships
between language and cognitive functions during communication, in terms of implications for
interventions aiming to improve communication in severe PWD.

In the late stages of dementia, as cognitive dysfunction worsens, assessing the effect of
each cognitive function (including language) on communicative abilities becomes more diffi-
cult. Interventions based on these cognitive assessments are also challenging. In contrast, non-
verbal communication or the desire for mutual communication is reported to be relatively pre-
served in patients with severe dementia. This is important for establishing an effective inter-
vention that would allow for interpersonal interactions.

Deterioration of communicative abilities in severe PWD also affects decision making. In
such cases, family caregivers undertake proxy decision-making by speculating the PWDs’
desire. However, this may burden the family. These problems occur due to the lack of informa-
tion. PWDs in the late phase of the disease may find it difficult to communicate their feelings ;
thus, there is a lack of information for proxy decision-making.

AAC is basically the way to augment verbal language. There are a few reports on AAC for
PWD in which a memory book, which records past experiences with pictures and explanatory
sentences, served as an effective tool for communication, as it compensated for PWDs’ memo-
ry decline. In this article, this form of AAC for PWD prove to be an effective tool for both

communicating and obtaining basic information for proxy decision-making, as it helped family
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caregivers understand PWDs’ view of life with the aid of a memory book, though further study
is necessary to adapt in clinical settings. In the last stage of dementia when most PWD are
unable to convey their wishes verbally, owing to which they cannot make decisions, it is specu-
lated that AAC in the form of a memory book could help track events in PWDs’ lives, which in

turn would serve as basic information for proxy decision-making.

Author’s abstract

Keywords dementia, communication, severe dementia, augmentative and alternative
communication (AAC), decision-making
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