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Support for Parents at Child Consultation Center :
To Avoid Isolation from Their Living Community

Nene SUYAMA

Western Child Consultation Center Yokohama

The primary mission of Child Consultation Center is to ensure the safety of children, occa-
sionally by taking them away from their parents as crisis intervention. Another important role
is preventing recurrences of child abuse and helping to reintegrate children with their family.
The term family integration in this paper means not only a child’s return from protection
facilities or foster care to their own family but also various types of support that suit each fam-
ily’s lifestyle and situation. Even in the case where living with their own family is inappropri-
ate, it is meaningful to support the child in building new positive family relationships.

Child Consultation Center strives to support children and parents with family integration
in a way that is consistent with the children’s welfare. The goal is to help parents who have
less motivation for accessing social support or who are isolated from any informal support to
connect with and access social resources in the community.

Child Consultation Center and other social resources in the community should deepen
mutual understanding and cooperative relationships. Psychiatric care is utilized to both support
parents who are unable to issue SOS signals as well as to function further as a safety net for
child abuse prevention.

< Author’s abstract>

<Keywords : Child Consultation Center, child abuse, family support, parent support >
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