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Higher Brain Dysfunction

Haruo KAsHIMA

International University of Health and Welfare, Graduate School, Division of Clinical Psychology

The technical term “higher brain dysfunction” is used widely in Japan. However, it is not
always clear what “higher” means. The author thinks that the term “higher” is understood as
being associated with a meaning. In this article, the differences between higher brain dysfunc-
tions and elementary brain dysfunctions are discussed from the point of view of lesion localiza-
tion and the consistency of symptoms. The psychiatric approach is indispensable for the
assessment of higher brain dysfunction.

A simple test for mild Alzheimer-type dementia is also introduced.
< Author’s abstract>

<Keywords : higher brain function, higher brain dysfunction, Alzheimer-type dementia,

neuropsychological test>
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