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Need to Merge Child and Adult Psychiatry into Comprehensive Developmental Psychiatry
—Consideration from the Perspective of Forensic Psychiatry—

Motomi TorcH1

Kyoto University Graduate School of Medicine, Faculty of Human Health Science

The need to merge child and adult psychiatry into a continuum was discussed based on
forensic issues in criminal cases involving developmental disorder. Recently, a number of
offenders (both juvenile and adult) are being diagnosed with developmental disorder every
year, when the system of sending severe juvenile cases from juvenile court to the prosecution
as well as the new juror system makes the role of psychiatric examination more important
than ever. Because of the unique symptomatology of autism spectrum disorder (ASD), conven-
tional forensic psychiatry does not seem applicable to cases of ASD when making a fair judge-
ment on criminal liability. This indicates that there is a need for not only basic knowledge on
child psychiatry for all psychiatrists, but also knowledge on the developmental link between
child and adult psychiatry. Therefore, there is a need to merge child and adult psychiatry into
a comprehensive field of developmental psychiatry.

< Author’s abstract>

<Keywords : child psychiatry, developmental disorder, autism spectrum disorder, criminal
cases, liability >
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