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Social Cognition and Psychiatry

Toshiya MURAI

Department of Psychiatry, Graduate School of Medicine, Kyoto University

Social cognition consists of multiple interpersonal abilities such as emotional facial recogni-
tion, the “theory of mind”, and empathy. Neural bases of these abilities have been investigated
extensively, and key brain structures such as the amygdala, medial prefrontal cortex, insula,
and superior temporal sulcus, are called the “social brain” by some researchers. Social cognition
has been demonstrated to be an essential determinant of daily functioning in schizophrenia.
Progress in social neuroscience, together with advanced neuroimaging technology, promotes

our understanding of schizophrenia from the viewpoint of social cognition and the social brain.
< Author’s abstract>

<Keywords : schizophrenia, social cognition, social brain, neuroimaging, neuropsychology >
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