K EIOTEREE DR - 305 - P

BE WENREEOHANE—TORGTEE,_NNEZTLA—

SO TERE S ORFIRER - 18k - T
—#RBIOHE, R, 2 L TWn

7SN

HAYEREE (OCD) 13, AL OEREL I~2%FRE L Sh, MUBl&, 20Tk
Vo ZERER 2 R E L, DSM-5 CldfiaBfEE 7 7 2 — ok e T, 2adh &R
TREII S VTERKTH 20, FRIEOEZAAREBEARANCEEEZST, WHOIC k-
TREVEIIRD, &2 \id QOL X h b % 10 KEIROHFIZEMN T ST w b, BIfED OCD I
92 FEIGIEIL, SSRI & £ D3Y), &2\ I3FRTEEE (CBT) TH 3. X512 SSRI D%
WL G, EETIPUR MRS & 2 53 2 BBk sila o s, i, 2
NS TZALTY Y-BOCS DUFEHED 25% Il 7= 72 WG 2 HRAME L EFR L TV 3, X512
OCD OREMIMNTP#HIE T, 10EM LB Th, ZOMHMARILS0%REICE EED, —HTE
FRICE S THEHHENL . TD X )12 OCD DHEEEMEE, IBRNKIG L PEROBITH 6 G- i § R E
ThY, HHEPEBIEAADHIESSHERE 22, CREEBARBEICITOD»25E8E ED L)
AT RE D, T TRBUTOHY, H 23 CBT 2 HEL, WIFL, IRoORKMEEZRS & &
b1, BEEERALE, FRETHE &GO, AN THEERAREIEOGHENZEDLRETH S,
2D LT, RIS b DERGERREE S AN L, 20ER2 ML T 205035 5.
L2 L OCD oHiciE, Fv Z7ESCHBER 7 b 7 AlEE L ORISR G Y £ ThE&ENh 2
nE, EVFHIREOLIRIEIZHS »TH D, H—INEHE 71 7 J L TIRAETE &\ ifaglEss
Fo, Thb b AP AT OB, IGEEIRE KT 29 75 4 7, Ziucsio< &M
WG 7 E OMBIDMAIET, & I IZEHATEIC Db BIRREIRIT, H7- 2B HEBITE S H 0
M2, MAT, RIESE, KBOITIC X 2ZBITHOMR L RHER M ORENAD
#afl, BEELECHME LTERESZ .

<F5IFFE  markEE (OCD), MRyl TEfE, m%E, TR>

967

T L & I

1. OCD DJi{%

S (obsessive-compulsive disorder :
OCD) &, — ANCIFh D AEFEARRIZ 1~2% R/
&3, BLIIIIZIFFAE, FHFREFER X 20 %
Hite CHMED & b RFEDEIAICH 5, OCD DR
7% 7o S ERER L, BRI - Ry 2 855 o
B (BED 7. ToNBEHE), f A=Yt 6bh’
mAElE L, Fky, WA S0 DR PR
175, WMIXZWEZ 5, BEHZ 55 ELOHDT

e BT h» ok, MFEMHFETLIE
DI AITAD) - grebny AT AD% 1, Bl
RRZFNCHEI BT a2 21X DAL A
O, HDHWIiEHAl, RO Tk E%2H
M LY, RZmme &b, KB ziicgy
AR EIEZ B L 2D, F DAY 5 5
R, H5VIXRME BT 2 &) AL TE 2 5K
LooEiE(LLTL 9%, —#iic OCD B
&, SO X9 BEE - TRDOIERE S OALAHE,
MRV Z 3R L, W E BRIl X9 &P

FHAEPE © SRR BIRERT R R
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ZRATVREHDD, AL ERICEFINEH
XIS T, TORPOBREREHBPA L
AMEL TS, E6IL, KeLtEZ5%EMEPT
MEICBAE L, 0z RIS BRI L TLLE
ZEXHIELED, HoDOL—NMICT X 20T
FyDIEIE, HHvIE TRLEDL) L) RGEDE
RICKGEZBZIAALTEY Lad o, IEHEIGZE
BlfRIciR T 224090 —75, MO A0 mlE,
BE AR EDTEINKIG (ZEdRkiTE) 1,
EonF Lo BEE (B OB, HD
WIFEAMER LD B S, RSB T
pEEbiT, 20 0fTHOGE Y, BEEDIE
Bk > T, 61 DRI N5 &) TG
i CTLE 9. ZDkIIC, fhoALLpEE L [H
ORI L DB, BRI EATEIOMENEH,
] 72 B S ATV R B AR e &, BRI
OCD fFEcir@gEshnzs®,

—HT, ZDX I RWRIRY — DI b,
AT DY TEEEICHEA L 2 dud e o 2w —
WAZHES T, BRD i Tons kHicirbnsg, &
BHH 5122 Iz, 2oL DR LTI
X, BAME AL, B D WXL 7
Ut ADNTERDT, Fu ZERICHELIL
ML | T Ficidvuonkn) ok
YL L 237 WIREE (FiBKMEE), 2L C M
572 b & (just right feeling) 1 DER, 54
BoEMEZHNE LTHELL, BB RHEBHEM
PETIZRICZ L WIo22) 218, 2 v /%5
BEZ EATNFRICRIETEF2IEL £ < DIRL 7
D, ROBOEEZELALIFBICHIZ 2 Z L1
ROy, BENIEES R oD TE, HD
Wi, BizENOET & S ORES, BEREORZ
EHD7- & ED5ERER T2 ) 27D,
NRDE WL EOBPA%E < Wik$ 4L, FUH)
EZ BRI O DMED L HIEL T, XOITH)
KN 5, WbWws TEEEREE, <iis
ENHBD o, Fy rEE (tic
disorder : TD) & OEZELBENLIZLIERD 5
#, DSM-5Tl, OCDIZ v 7 Bifk, &
I MEVE TD OEFREIC L DEFESINE Y 75 4

RS RS (2013) 115 % 9 %5

TUEAZN T2,

AR, 2D X9 7% OCD WM, & 5120k
RGN, AW 2NHE, T6 7 SRk 4 el
AICB VT, fhOARLREE L OMEIEH ST
W3, Thbbt, ZORKIEEICOWT, R
DA% FEE U 728 - R I3 R
W D, BofTlE, REGEREERRTEICX S
RN, fTEIIRIREEEZBEL TE S bty TS
DR LITH W% H TR, X hakEmw, 2L
THEMFINL R ICEE L2265 2%, Zhs
X, HIHAR7 b 7 LEE (obsessive-compulsive
spectrum disorders : OCSDs) O Hi#% kLG % 7
THDOTHY, DSM-5 Tl&, D (BT
e, $ELGEE (hair-pulling disorder), oA
A% (hoarding disorder), K& L h fEE
(skin picking disorder) 7 &) Z@ET 5 HudH
HPEREEE (obsessive-compulsive related disor-
ders:OCRDs) A7 3V =2k 3N <, AL
ooy - B END 2 ko kP,

2. OCD DA 237+

OCD &, WHO I2 & b, FEFIIRLR, H 50k
ENEDHE I Db 5 10 KPR O I iER T &
nNTEH, Z20AL %7 MEIBICHRYEKRT
H5, WZIE, RIEPARRITEIEE, K DAL
ATHBiE, thaxiy, BESENWEEREICE T 2 R
DR, DO RLFERE L OB TH HRIC
HOY, S ICREFAACKD, Rk £
WCHFH LWL 2T Ef I L, s
WICBIERERNEL TV, ZOMERE
s 2 C, BEDAL S TRIERMDIPEEE L
QOL DM T 9 2291450 5zt OCD M ORI T
1, BEIGRMBEN O QOL 23, AL REE RS
—y 7EEREOLAICHL T, ARICENE X
ncw %18).

D &) REENEEITN Z, BRERER S Ak
I & 240 Lo, DIEVERE, MEORLS
R, JEOTIRAE L EONEIE T A hT, 19 DIREE,
I 5ITIFKR D OWMERE (major depressive dis-
order : MDD) OHB %D 2 Z L 3b kL&



B AR OPEREE OERE - - TR
V51017212430 - OCD #F D 20~30% 12 13 MDD
DNffEZ RO, Z DEEEWERIL 50% % 2 T\
%. MDD 294U, OCD EBEDITH), H 5
WIZFRENINC R RSB C, I 2 1 X
DB, T DREHEIEL 2 MERCR R OB KRG
fili, & 2 WIFAMEFEMEICH T 2R E 2 &3
kI N2, Ziuctly, OCD BRI K
FER D TR LT, ENGRE IR RERE, QOL
REVBESIET LY, FILRELHRERICE
ZEEDBMNT 2%, F 241D MDD HiF1E,
OCD DEMFHIC A & 1 B 2 3§52,
IHICOCDEETIE, 7ra—i, PiARH
e EOYWEIHOHELY, thoRNLEEREICIL
LEBOREETH 2%, 2ofl, FLFEEDE
BEE, =V F VT4 EE TD, b» Ly ME
focte, EHEHREAR2 + J AfEE (autism spectrum
disorder : ASD) 7 ¥, OCD IC#%$ 2 Bk 1%
Ligichzh, Zns DIk h % o OCD
BENET 2B A4 2 BHi%2 2T 4L - 8
;Fnﬁﬂﬁ-g— Z) 2,10,17,21,23,2829,31,34) .

2D & HIZOCD X, FfHfEED T, kD
M, MDD 7% CfhokithiEE o fff2, QOL
RBEDE LW, 2 L TP E oLz X
LA MLADERLGE, K4 RN E &RV
HIE(L L, @bzl - TL % 928109
2, FIEZORBERIERchIuL, B
L2 WERDEMENZEL KT T2, 0CD
DA S TARLRESB T, KEHEDD D%\
EINTWAED, FhER & D R IITOZL LR
frEng, Z0%o QOL PHRE, 2 L TrBz A
A 2 EEREREE 72D 5 5518

I. OCD OERRECIAEIETIE - Ak

1. OCD DEEEMRAE & FOSE D F¥Afi

BED OCD 12X 9 % FE A iGH L, #INE
o = U FHLD JAABHESE (selective serotonin
reuptake inhibitor : SSRI) #E & L %Y, B X
OERA TEN#E (cognitive-behavioral therapy :
CBT) T&HYH, MHFDIHAIRDL —BRINTDH
1020 = s RGN E T 2854, 7

969

R, FokiiE, W75 2 EFETH
%, 121X SSRI T, BE5HR» 5 128, &
KHAERTA~6 BTG L, IR EZHETE L
D E L WO EE X ) EHET X D
IR X 1, BT EE HE (B parox-
etine 30 mg/H, fluvoxamine 150 mg/H7% &) W
ThNX, IR 2WMWHPLITLITERE R
251720 & 2 SSRI A3+ THES Lk, ¥
TAZREIWER 72 £ & D fEBEi 503 R EE & Il S
7854y, CBT ~DEA, ¥ 7:13fthd SSRI 7> clo-
mipramine (CMI) ~DZEH % ffat ¢ 3613171928
JHH SSRIKPiMEZ HE I 2 Hilc, K2 D
SSRL, % LT CMI %#%l% 2, +4r&< 10 JEELL
EERTT 2 2 E ARSI LT L B0 L
BT 2856 TH, ZLTREREEV) X HEY
GBI E EED, 0% BREOEETIE oK
JEDEE 5T, GEER) PURE R SE O MM #:
5 (RBCESN) 7 & &Ry 201720,

—7, CBT T3, BHESOLHFEE (ERP) 2 H
W3 ENLL, ITNFEFTERNEEL Tl E
WCHEME L (BRI, ALE2RINT 2 720 oiiE
fThiedH i Tl & (KIBHER) %k
ICHRE T 2108 2 IR, TR IR
BT ORENFET 2720, FOINLZHT
fiffi Ud s 2 HIWr 9 % . B ARHCIZATE 2 Hr o B3
THY, TRV ED XS G EEIC X h B
L, DX BBEBEL TARLICE S, ED
X9 i aelbEEZ fE -, KR E RO 254
AEH 50, HEPCHESEEADOFE L L ORE
Dip ERIHMEIC LT, B EEEE BRI 5,
MUERGE N, WEALEEE (eI 1%—) @
ANLEDRNN S DD S NERLT I A, BE TR
L7zwb o, ANEPS RS I B U iaRERha
EERELLTVHORER, BAEIE860H 5.
BN BB ORIBHEEREETH 52, HoilE%z
FzZ, MEZS LT 2 Hik2 R T 54
E, RAICHOHHIANEATT 2 2 EWEETH 5.

Hib L 7223, OCD EFod-c, WHE 2z i
PULE L 72N L DM 725809, HilkfEE> M F
Uo7 0 EoiBRZ EOHMBERLR I,
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AT AICE S SO TIE, BEYLR YOG
Efetic 272 b, SRMcERTEZ DEL
TLEY)., ZOHTHIXIIWCETTERVEE
ICALEEDE L, LR LIZHar#g oz,
Dk Ry A7, L CSSRIESiETH D,
GEER) PUS RO M S Bi e 725, %
72 CBT Ti%, ERP LMt EE, #HlZIXy =4 €
VIR TY vy, RERGE, ALl e
EOSEAE N 0B) £ R0 RED BHA,
RAMEACTE OB, HFENBEIEA T ok
75 EDSBR AT T, BBANEE L EE T S,

2. IBWE SN O TN — RO E £

OCD @ i 5 B 1 7% Aifi 12 1, Yale-Brown
Obsessive-Compulsive Scale (Y-BOCS) M2t
HMOYGERZHGS Z L NTH B, EH,
12~16 EEDIEHEIC L D, 25 %L 35% M Eo
KR 2RO IIE, AR & 31722
OCD DF—EIRIARE I, Y, CBT, Wi
DHFEEN G EFN DD, TNS5DLTIDICK
EDZ L i, RS (treatment-resis-
tant) &YESNBY . JRFEHEIMEICIE, WK
D BN IR D BE FE P AR IR RE I K HEDME W 2
&, TD, H 2V IFMAERIRL =Y 7V T 4 FEEHED
DR &, B4 2R BR B 327 2 081517282030
2 1 ICIIPERBE STV B SSRI KT D3
KFf%F LD,

I SICEHETRIRINER 2 &, @A RIGHA
7y aveaTEET L T oKt s i
WG, TEEAME (treatment-refractory) |
LX) i 21E, Ferrao 531%, M4 74 <
&b 3D o SSRI (CMI % &) % i AKH
B TZ N2 166G S, QPRSI EE 4
&, K 2 BT X 2 3Rk, QBREE UG
iERIC X % CBT 247 < &b 20 Refiiifr, %
EIZ X % Y-BOCS OB EKD 25% 12w 72,
Clinical Global Impression-Improvement Scale T
TRANBOYGE ) DIT LRt S N2 56%2 THHG
M EEEL TS,

BETlE, OCD &R THERME, Lo

RS RS (2013) 115 % 9 %5

# 1 SSRI&HitED FHIK T

(1) BHEEE X OERER
a) FFEH (Rric k)
b) WD AR KHED MK
c) TS X b B
d) HEERDONAEDL
e ) TBIENT O B RE ASE
(2) comorbidity
a) fEAAZREE (), v 7B, b5 vk
AR =y 7V T 1 BEOHE
b) BEFELEBEE, dark =y ) 74 REO
B, T 2 8=V F ) 7 1 BEEESS W
(3) mREIER DR
a) symmetry/ordering (&f#sPE/#iH), hoarding
(o Z &) RERDES
b) sexual/religious (PEM/SEEIN) 7 & BL&EEN,
I (pure obsession)

c) vk

U, SEEAEERIME, X SIIZBEINE N> S,
OCD & ASD & DB H & T 352,
OCD #B#Ic B 2 ASD DERHEIL 3~T% & &
1, F7 OCD BHE D 20% I EIRIICH R 7%
ASD 125888 5411 5% . ASD DPFHE, & 5 \»
& Z OMEAIDSEE 2 OCD & Tk, HUEREIRAS
%%, AET R EXBEEONMHIA S, ok
P, ZHIE 7 8 cluster A S—Y F Y T 4 EE
PIRALEE, HEEK - 2R E R &0
ThD, AL OPFACHED ) £ Kitiz
Lo attoZ L X E 42, Thb
LAAPRGHEICE T, RABRA b L 2RI
Azl e, ZoFTOCD D, 3
VIR DR IN S e L, ASD & DB R
B X, OCD ¥Rk, S o ic@iEfbichr b
D, ZWCRIBL7BGE 7w 77 208l e 7
526).

ZD X HIZ2OCD DEERMIZOWT, HFEPE
Wi CRFPHOBEL SN T2 2 LY, Eil
RIZBWTREREZETHAH. HlZiF, Catapano
591%, OCD H3% 79 #iliz%f L T SSRI % fkie L,
Z DRI TRICBY T 2 3 R oHT A ENFHE %
fiot.. ZoHT, Y-BOCS T 8 HAM At 8 L
RS L 728G R e, 15 RS 8 DL K
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Frge L 7R g, 2 LC, —HEMRL &
BT LA &b AR 16 S0 Bk 7285
ErPERETERE L. 2NZFNOMEHE % Kaplan-
Meier VRIZ X 2 GEDTHTTHIT L 72 & 2 5, %4
ERE, 1EHORETIZ 10% TH - 728, 34
HIZiZ 38%Ic £ THML, oMt dor &0
fRRAEIC B A2 HERIZ 65% TH o 7=, —T, 208
DFFEFIZ60% TH H, 3EMPGIC7 40—
L 72 55 filrh, SRBRAR TSR, 1261 (22%) 23
SEAMR, 1961 (34%) IO EMEOIRETH
D, ZofblxF PEKNICEES (Y-BOCS>16
M) OBIEGERZH LT\, FeEn1/31F
B &b 3D SSRI ZH T H, ZDE—
JEBEMRABICE S 2 L3, FHRARICHD
b KR L LT, O¥REHIR2SER, Qwiz
RF O MERER Y X ) HEE, 2 L COMA KR
R=YF VT 4 FEOUL, 7 EWRE Sz,

¥ 7= Marcks 521, OCD %2 i L 7= ALREER
# 113 %= xRz, OCD 2P 9 % 15 D Hi T
BT HRREZTo7., ZohT, ERz#REO%
VIIREEDS 8 L LIRS, —HEMRICED &
D6, BWIEEER - IR R L 4 DL Ry
e L7 ae iyt L @& L, Catapano & & [AfR
DIFNTEIC X o C, BERE, b2 VIFHFHEELH
L7, ZoffHR, HREE, 2nznle% (1
H14%), 25% (54E8), 31% (10 44), 42% (15
EtR) Thote. —H, HFERE, 7% (14FRH),
15% (34Ef%), 25% (54FEf2) T, Z Dkl 154
BICEDEFT2BH%ZHFFL T, ZofRIZ
15 EMOEM 7 + v —o, TifEsR i/\ﬂat’n
2D, HERIHIMREISOELEEFEFL I LETR
LTEY, HBICHEL ’fJ%%o%EEEE%iE L
T, OB TH 5 &, QuIZIRIZ MDD D87
ROV E, L %:%w‘mx%. I 5
Skoog 531, Pty 47 O PRAE % T,
48% I H D, 2D DB 20% 13 5L ERDIR
BEThoe, —H48%DHEFETIX, 30FE Eich
72 OCD OFffi ik b, FHEARICIE,
F, BOEE LT ROHE, AR,
Z LM 2ol 2sBhE L Tk v,
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ZNS IR A X N BN PRI O —FT
B, FEHEONED S I IIRIETE &
v, LA Y, AR > TdaET
26 DOEGIEREICHML, R, &5V
SEICE S Z b FNTIRRY, —H, T
DIFEIZB VTS, —HEMBROFFHERIZE L,
10 L EOEMFHTH, KN PREecikizwiBimE L
T OCD 23 L, SEROEBPRHEZ < ViR
L2780 BREAL L T\ 2 BEDHHYS 2 b D &
EZoN2, FICHE, BEDOQOLA2#HL Y
RFEE 2% EHBIGATH LY,

b I
——ﬁ&@ﬁ%,ﬁ% FLTRE—
LLE, OCD OJRfRpm2, BAENiGHE 2 & 2%
FL, OCD #iGM: % iGHKIn & RINTFHO#

M HIET L7z, 5612 0CD EBETIE, 2o/
WOHT, FEROBEICEOER % 2 HilF 2R E D
£UC, R ToWELB2H50080H R
2, L#Lﬁﬁﬁfi(ED$%é%®E®%
ERZBTECE-TEY, 22K EDEI &
NAPADBEL TR EDPENT i&m — A
LI 22T Tld, OCD O ZWiIkHE 27 L

b DD, BEETEEL QWL EX
N, ZHUHEZIE, RZZROLDTIF L IEE
Bl v eI g, —7, MO THEETH S
D3 Z A S REET, FIME % RENIC S Z AR,

FlEZhoTLE-STVEHDBMYED, I
12k BEBEAEED QOL DR T, # L THask
ICMIETRIFERDE L v 2 L DRV,

% 72 OCD OBIEAV R D HI 1, I ARE
R 7 EESRFENER D &, R OCD 28
HIEThIUE, NEWGIHSIR DI AL
HEnd, MAT, fEkoTPRUIZE T, #iatk
PEILAIC Db BERIKEER & LT, TR
Bichz 2 B LIFLIRRE SN, Z2THD
L E &b, FER KD RNt Rihks 4
ENBZDEPIE, ZOBOEKLZEREL %
10N gz 11 RIS HUEEIR % 70 72 A,

AL OCD &2l ) A7 DERICEL
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2 Lo AIRIEY, PR A DA%
AEL TV,

—7, BIfE®D OCD iG#i%, DRl Uit
BUTHEA L, kD% DilED, 8GE X 51T
HREBICEN 2 L2 O, L Lad
5, ZHUTX > THRIBMEDZ L < HHERGE,
HEVIEZORMTRICE T, HEZCDIEL
BBOBIEL, BMLL TLRHEABD R B
CEIEHFEFETHY, BTHBREORAZERIL T
5. 1372 LT, BIRAIT, 2% TORMEIHRE
T, EZEFTCORRBPRTE, I ETREY
7o 7 LCHRME LRI RED, ThbbAH
TO OCD 6 & #HAEYCE 7 v & 2 D fFEHEL DS
HHEDE ) D OEIE, SHRETETHEREL RS
I, B2, ABi% & T & D intensive 7 CBT IZ,
O TR EE B~ DB RVEDHGE S LT Ww» 5
D0, AHCOMAIZAHE R DD, B D\ IdARE
BiEE ED XS IEMN T Bk ERED,
OHEILHE R B L D, FREERREIE 7 £ ot
ELSFEAT, AEMADO OB E b
%, FREMPHCHATHICE, XDl
HD3Db 30, ZOXWNKLSHOBETH S
. ZOHRT, HEEMEOEZEZHIEL L TR
ETHDLY, FEROMEMRETH, HEAM:REET
Hix% %<, MAlESRKE L, ik, KER -
I - EEED AL 2 ED—=Y F Y T 4,
HHERER & OIFRIRE DB EAL, FikOBARE,
B D321 ANPIEIG (familial accommodation)
BEE-T, WHROBEMICEIT 5k F
R=y a vVPIfrtoihadbd b, Hatkoii
RBEA NI TP — I, T OEOIHIRIEEN A
ZLE, WHALRODTHEIRELEZS,

%12, OCD BEOWEL - JWREIC BT 5 L1
ZEZNZ, B—INRIBHE 70 7 7 L TIERIGT
SROAEENE . T2b b AW AT PR
PEE, JREEEIRZ KT 29 78 4 L, 20
12D A =5 — A A R SRIERE O
L SHOBETH 5. 2 LTHHAMEICRET 2
X 57 BYRREMRAH, Z aUTHE-D BT e ihiRikRe
D BENETHY, ZOFEI ZD, KNEMW

RS RS (2013) 115 % 9 %5

12, BEDFEMES OCD H 6 @iy 2tk & 25 0
155D THD, ZDXI BEREZEML, 20
S RRIBALI ET B IR, RIEVBADE
B, MEMRWICE O REFEE W2 L),

78, A BHE L ChIR 9~ S A 7 v,
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Clinical Features, Treatments and Outcome of Obsessive-compulsive Disorder (OCD) Focus-
ing on the Assessment and Characteristics of Patients with Treatment-refractory OCD

Hisato MATSUNAGA

Department of Neuropsychiatry, Hyogo College of Medicine

Obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD)is fairly common, with prevalence estimates ranging
from 1 to 2%. OCD is generally described as having a chronic course with periods of waxing
and waning of symptoms, and most individuals with OCD are at risk for other comorbid psy-
chiatric disorders such as major depression. It is associated with considerable impairment and
disability, in that individuals with OCD often experience severe social and interpersonal diffi-
culties, familial dysfunction, occupational problems and impaired quality of life. Indeed, WHO
classifies OCD as one of the top 10 most debilitating illnesses.

Despite the proven effectiveness of cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) and selective
serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs) in the treatment of OCD, these 2 treatment strategies
have demonstrated inadequate responses in at least 40% of OCD patients. Moreover, even
when the best available treatments are applied, a number of patients remain severely affected
and experience treatment-refractory OCD. Long-term follow-up (up to 40 years) studies also
suggest that OCD often results in a chronic and lifelong condition with low rates of remission
and with a relatively high probability of relapse. Thus, a “treatment-refractory” status should
be assessed in each OCD individual according to responses to all available therapeutic alterna-
tives, along with the long-term course and outcome.

For further exploration of the treatment strategies for OCD patients assessed as “treat-
ment-refractory”, definition of the condition as well as the optimization and standardization of
the currently best available treatments is needed. In particular, taking into account the psycho-
pathologically and biologically heterogeneous nature of OCD, optimal and rational treatment
strategies should be independently examined for each distinct OCD subtype. Further advance
of social support and educational systems may also be helpful to promote earlier intervention
for the treatment of individuals at high risk of developing chronic or treatment-refractory
OCD.
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