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Following the March 11, 2011 Great Japan East Earthquake and the Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Plant accident, disaster workers have been working day and night for
recovery efforts. A large part of disaster workers, i.e., Self-Defense Force, police, fire
department, and coast guard personnel, were highly acknowledged by the Japanese public for
searching nearly 19,000 dead or missing victims. This recognition will be beneficial for their
psychological recovery. On the other hand, dentists and government employees also took a
large role in these mortuary missions, but their work was hardly known to the people.
Furthermore, local government employees became victims of public criticisms. Similar
phenomenon has been seen among Fukushima nuclear plant workers. These workers have
experienced a whole array of traumatic stress, including near-death work experiences,
irradiation fear, loss of their properties and their loved ones. The electric company has been
blamed by the public for their disaster responses, so the public portrays these employees as
disaster perpetrators. However, this trend is leading to serious discriminations and harass-
ments, and adversely affecting their mental health.

We all hope the recovery efforts to complete as soon as possible. However, when people
criticize these workers, their burden of psychological trauma will continue to grow, and their
recovery process will be impeded. It is crucial for the society to recognize these hard-working
people and to show appreciation and support for their dedications.

< Authors’ abstract >

<Key words : The Great East Japan Earthquake, the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power

Plant accident, disaster worker, mortuary worker, traumatic stress_>
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