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A Call for Immediate Abolishment of the Medical Treatment and Supervision Act

Naoshi NAKAJIMA

Tama-Aoba Hospital

The author demonstrates that Japan’s Medical Treatment and Supervision Act of 2005*
is meaningless and harmful from the perspective of psychiatric treatment, and worthless in
terms of enhancing public safety. He goes on to propose a step-by-step process for reforming
both the practice of psychiatry in general and that branch of the justice system that deals
with defendants who have psychiatric disorders. The author suggests that the cost of reforms
can be offset by abolishing the law in question and reducing the number of psychiatric
hospital beds, and argues that it is possible to immediately halve the number of those beds.
The author emphasizes that, while it is possible to immediately abolish the law, there will be
anxiety associated with the progression of reforms.

< Author’s abstract>

*In Japanese © [DIBEREE DIREE CEA L MEITH 21T o 12 E OEE R L% 123 % 54, commonly refer-
red to as PRIFEBIZ L,
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