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It is well known that care-giving burden for dementia victims is associated with depres-

sion of the caregivers. The care-giving burden has been said to be attributable mainly to

behavioral and psychological symptoms of dementia (BPSD).

Although several interven-

tion programs to improve the care-giving situation have been conducted, their efficacy has

been little. Recently, we began to pay attention to the praxis disorders shown by dementia

patients as well as BPSD. The disorder means higher-level motor dysfunction due to

pathological process of dementing illnesses. Developing the scientific skills to manage the

praxis disorders and BPSD may relieve the care-giving burden. In this lecture, the author

described the basic strategies to develop such skills.
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1 FHUENFEHZ BT S S DK | prevalence and relative risks (Cuijpers, P.: Aging Mental
Health, 9 ; 325-330, 2005)

Study Prev  95% CI Prev (95% CI) RR 95% ClI Control group

Bodnar et al., 1994 0.18 0.12-0.24 —a 38.68 2.38;627.71 Matched control group
(gender, age, education; n=86)

Cohen et al., 1988 0.26 0.13-0.39 —_— -

Coope et al., 1995, 0.29 0.20-0.38 " -

Ballard et al., 1996

Dura et al., 1990 0.15 0.07-0.23 — 27.00 1.63;447.14 Matched control group
(gender, age, education; n=86)

Dura et al., 1991 0.18 0.09-0.27 — 29.00 1.76;477.82 Matched control group
(gender, age, education,
income; n=78)

Gallager et al., 1989 0.18 0.07-0.29 — -

Livingston et al., 1996 0.32 0.12-0.52 —_— 294 1.46;591 Co-residents (living with healthy
person; n=277)

Lowery et al., 2000 0.30 0.21-0.39 " —

Kiecolt-Glaser et al., 1991 0.25 0.15-0.35 35.00 2.15;570.74 Matched control group
(gender, age, education,
income; n=69)

Russo et al., 1995 0.20 0.11-0.29 — 2.80 1.15;6.80 Matched control group

I S

| | (gender, age; n=86)

0 01 02 03 04 05 06

Abbreviations : Prev: prevalence; 95% CI: 95 percent confidence interval ; RR : relative risk.
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