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Hisako Taguchi: Maternal Filicide in Japan: Analyses of 96 Cases
and Future Directions for Prevention
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B 25 BOPIEEORIICET 5 b O
Hhzn, iz, BR2D > TREIMNEZ M
B FOFMICERIL b 0P R kv,
maternal filicide DY A7 7 7 7 ¥ — b #EIRD
FIBIC X > TR DRENSH 503, £ DRI
DWLTHRET LRI E - o S FAEL RN,

KAROEWIE, HEOLIBEIZBT 3
maternal filicide DEBE% SERNCHHTL T, %
DOFERD SPFIERICOWTHR LD Z L TH B,
BHp e LW BT, FREMBRAFETE
F s h—FHP OREE L 72 maternal filicide Z41
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(1) FEZEHIBTSR
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TR TR, BB T 2B08R <, <K
BTERCE I DEHORAVBRAKITOh TE
7o, ZOMEERD, S HEHURIPEOP TR
X LHISN T3 D Resnick DERE T,
#12 filicide % 1) Z Ay altruistic (FRD BRI
B, H5WIETFOEROENERN), 2) SHH
M5 X 5 acutely psychotic, 3) FHEE W
unwanted child, 4) {BFEE L accidental (FEFF
PAREELR LI L 2B THREN L), 5) KEH
~DEEHRK spousal revenge, @ 5ERIC4E
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MOl2xHTROBIEIIRETD 3]
(Lewis 5)%, &L v InEHEAOER 7S
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WH AR E W THEMERE YRR - EEREHRE -
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ERETEIZE T LTRET 205 Y, HER
EROKEWLO® [EFRY| LTz
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B3 150 4E X LU, filicide %t v» L maternal
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—BREL ko CE D TRV EEZ S,
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Child homicide (F &b x4 3B EHTAS
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BL 220805 y JE B0 s R T H B Jz 9, child
homicide 12 B ¥ 2 @HE A & FE> DLW R
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Filicide-suicide Yes (46) No (50)
B / \\ / \
BHRIc Yes (28) No (18) Yes (11) No (39)
EDY Il i x// \\\‘
OREn OQLEEOE#EICLS @AW @EF D
i E filicide-suicide i . EE
(39) (18) (27 (12)
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12, HEHEDPER 14~16 (2002~2004) FE i E
ABDDOREFERTF L U TAHREEE 2T VW—
FHIPOREE L 72 maternal filicide 251 3 £ %0
Z, gr 96 PlIOHIREAR (—HMOHEFEL Tk
B EH LER) 2RPRONR L Uiz, £t
T BT S HRBEROBIMERCEL TiX, #
NIEHR 2 HEH O M R L 2w 2 & 2 &4t
2, SHABHF» ST R/ L, 28, HE
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HETFHERTF (F, BIERE, REFERE) - 10
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), #ERIMACET 2T (ER, M3,
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filicide-suicide H#Y, RFEOBREK, LITHA,
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TS 28 xhol:,

JATEHIZERNC & » CREREET 258
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R, QEFHLEDOFHL WEHSE I & 3 filicide-
suicide, @E E K WHE, OFHFZE - N,
D4Rz HE L (M), 20488 H131F
Resnick O HICHIET 523, RHFEOHH L
ANEBEINTWDED, BORINIERFPR
TR BNOBRC X 2 ERIHE TR L,
FOHFFEDEL L LBEEL 2w L nw ) Bk
DLATA LR E, BEOBR%E /S filicide
Wb, FOREERD [Fy] RBEHICL SR
WIBENH B 720, filicide-suicide & V>3 T D
AN TESZ LTS T, Resnick & —f%2HE L T
5.

KRS TlE, maternal filicide o B FE: TR
THERFO—2ELT, [EFEOEEME] £mz
TWaH, i, LIToitHEE, BkoESH
O, #EEIIC T 2 ERR, REORMT
EBREPROONIEE RN L L,

RICHEROEREN O ERTH 508, FiE
B, WEZELOIHREBEICEZE L TWwa ey,
£ 24 FELUNOFER 2/ E L8, iR
ZER 1RO ERF LU BHE2R I, %
N OERIE, £ F1~5/E, 6~121%,
13~18 BRI 431 72 4%, 6~12 3% » 13~18 kit &
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LICEBHE SR, ULhrbEEOT28E L
BEOFIZZD 2 DDEMGDOF 2 b OHEHIVDH
L7290, FEDT—O20ELTHEI LT,
H7 B FERIE R T EBOF 2R E L - thOZRF
i, RLFMOBETORIHELL. Z0HEE,
OFERZZEULEE (AT, FHERE 254,
QLR EZERL 1RRBOFE2RELULEE LT,
FLIRED) 2261, @1~5MOTFEFRELLEH U
T, RELZERE) 276, @6~18KDF 2&%H
L7:8 (LAF, %% « Teenager #%) 2272 o
7z,

EFRORRFIZDOWT, 48 ¢ Kruskal -
Wallis iEEZHWTHEL, AEZ0h-12H
FIZDOWT I, &5 KK%EELK % Mann-Whit-
ney D UBRE R AW TITo 7. kBiERH
TAIRFIZBEL T, #HERIUAEZRLZND
BT EREBCOE L THR U, HEHRImcik
SPSS Version 12.0 J for Windows % B>, Tl
METS% ROKERBREL Uiz, U LD
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filicide DRI DWW THEZEL, ZnThicxfL
TEHL 2 REPIEHEIC OV TR U T,

3. #& g
ZRTFIBL T, 45 (O#FENEE, O,
@R REE, @I - Teenager #f) DL
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DIFHEOMCEEEIRODONL (&1, 2), U
T, #HEROERENCER25EHT 5.
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T RHEDSERD B Tz,
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SR BEIBSBH Y, FERETE, —FHLBE
FHTH 3 BLEOEHRSMEIBIC & 2HERD %
-7z B FI25 450, LT, BHFDHRT).

HAERZORIET E LT, BEMESMLO
SHLHRTEEICEE (17/25) T, 0k
R OBA R 2 THTE 2WREIZH 5 72
FHLEpol (1417), EBE, x 8- BN
HINTw3, EEERERZER, kY, BN
WHILL ThnwEREL L (13/25), BEED,
KRR SOy —ERE, TARZSEESE
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bEE (20/25) T, WIhLEEHEHEEROXL
HeoBoRETH -T2, FHEROEINIKLS
DEMDPBADOEE, BELBELXEEEW (b
BVBRFEENEIBoTWwS) « L E WS B
Bl & A E 15/17) T, BHEROXFEHK
(tR) OHETH, TMDIDRDFERELTZ
BV EWSHPIRS o7 (5/8).

AWFgE T, Ewifdcr Bl TIcRAR
EEhx Aot (2/25) M, HREBNICE 2
LRELALIEN25 G 19T, & BEEE
W< (11/12), FEfEREFEI R EE RO
WETE o (9/13). ERIOERZRZOEE
PHBIL T B EFIE 25 FF 13FIT, 5512
BIBEZZTH -1z, 166 T, HERT» S
[EEh76lBERLE I BTl LIBfTI
SEESEED SN, 9 b5 2 FITIIREER ) S5 R UKE
N3, B ER >R EWESRAL1TTAE (B8
RERFLIEEND) Bh-oT.

EFAERBETIE, HEMICERE TRV,
LRED D 5 BEBMBCLERTE o7 (5
25). 255 3PIOHIBISFERKZ LR L LHFE
REFET, Zoftuc b EAXOIETEED TEED
FERBORBEEHRIZ > -EHB3HHD, 56
FICH LR - FrERBEEOHILITED sh i,

A EOFE D 5, FrEREETREE X TIE
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81~100 % PRI TH B DzxtL, KHFFETIL,
FEEPFRMN 2.1 EE L, REFOHERS BLLE
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EZFNPADOARFZ L 2R LRSS OH
HEThD, FEEROBEOFKEE, FE
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TIX41.6% (5/12) 8 M5 & 8] Tho LT
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HRDIPTDHE, LITRORERD BREMEH
B Z->TEY, BFRERSHEELIN TSR
PREFEFT L TELFE2RET ZBOFRIEL
ZEbEbNn3, Filicide-suicide &R 121
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BB T L D L4 2R A8 EE L -
T3, SSIHEIGERO DI, ERF /N
Bl BrloEs, SR REY — YR LM
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Maternal Filicide in Japan: Analyses of 96 Cases and Future Directions for Prevention

Hisako TAGUCHI

Department of Psychiatry, Tokyo Metropolitan Matsuzawa Hospital
Ph.D. Course of Graduate School of Tokyo Medical and Dental University

Objective : Maternal filicide is not an isolated phenomenon. When a mother kills her
child, she may be affected by many factors and confronted with different problems based on
the child’s developmental stage. In this study in Japan, a judicial sample of 96 adult women,
convicted in their first trial for the murder or attempted murder of their children, was divided
into four groups of mothers according to the age of the victim (25 women killed neonates, 22
women infants, 27 women preschool children, and 22 women schoolchildren and/or teenagers)
in order to identify the factors that have a major impact on filicide in each group.

Method : The socio-demographic, clinical, forensic, circumstantial, and offense charac-
teristics, and legal disposition of 96 cases drawn from judicial records were compared among
the four groups using the Kruskal-Wallis test; comparison of two groups was conducted
using the Mann-Whitney test.

Results: Neonaticide cases were distinguished from the other three groups by marked
differences: a significantly higher rate of unmarried mothers, financial difficulties, absence of
mental illness, and admission of not wanting an illegitimate child. In the other groups, mental
disorders were frequent; in particular, post-partum depression was the primary cause of
infanticide. For the two groups of cases involving a child older than one year, filicidal
mothers were more affected by circumstantial factors such as health problems of the child or
severe marital discord. These problems may then have caused a reactive mental disorder
among these mothers. The risk of fatal abuse or neglect was higher for handicapped
preschool children. Filicide-suicide was most frequently seen among school-aged children
and/or teenagers who had serious behavioral problems, and these children often had a mental
disorder.

Conclusions : The classification of maternal filicide by age of the child demonstrated that
there are specific issues for each group. Based on these findings, future directions for
prevention include : appropriate sex education for youths to avoid unwanted pregnancy ;
organization of specialized mental health services for mothers with post-partum mental
disorder ; careful psychiatric risk assessment of mentally ill mothers; and development of
diversified social support measures for child-bearing parents, especially those with
identifiable financial or social difficulties.

(Author’s abstract)

<Keywords : maternal filicide, neonaticide, infanticide, post-partum depression, filicide-
suicide>
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